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Amendmento to tho Bp cification ': 

Page 1, replace the paragraph inserted hRfnrp Tine 1 by 
the following lewxiLLun paragraph: 
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CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

Applicant claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §113 of Austrian 
Application Wo. A 778/99, tiled on April 30, 1999- Applicant 
also claimc priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 365 of 
PCT/AT00/00107 r filed on April 2.7, 2000. Tli* International 
application under PCT article 21 (2) was not published in 
English. 
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Same page, replace the first paragraph, linca 2-4, by the 
following rewritten paragraph: 



The present invention relates to a coupling devie* between a 
towing vehicle, in particular a farm r.rauUir, and a trailer 
having, the couuliiiu de v.irR nnmpriginq a coupling ball arranged 
on a coupliny i:arri«r of the towing vehicle, and a ball Docket 
on Lhe Lrailpr Bide encompassing the coupling ball from above. 



Pages 2/3, replace the paragraph bridging pages 2 and 3 by 
the following rewritten paragraph: 
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Beat Utilisation of .invention 




As evident from Figures 1 and 2^ coupling carrier i on the 
rowing vehicle aide io formed by .a built. -un frame 2 which can 
be connected conventionally to' a farm tractor and which 
presents a vertical guide 3 for. a heighc-adjuetabic trailer 
coupling 4 of conventional structure which can be bolted at 
individual hftiyhls, as indicated by dashed lines in Figure 2. 
Apart from this conventional trailer coupling 4„. * selectively 
applicable coupling device 5 with a coupli.iy ball 6 made of 
hardened steel and_a_moulded articl* of nr^i ie provided^ 

which " ha coupli ng ball is inserted into a receseed bore 7 of 
coupling carrier 1 . fluid rnnpWng bull and cooperates with a 
ball socket 8 on the trailer side formed by a the moulded 
article 9 mad* t>r steel. Said moulded article 9 dues not, 
however, focm only ball socket ff, but also forms a connecting 
plat* to for ball socket 8, as illustrated in Figure i. By 
means of thia connecting plate 1^ ball socket y can be 
attached to a drawbar of a trailer for example, and even by 
means ot screws for which through- hoi as n arc provided in. 
connecting plate 10. 
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This libLiuy of r.laims will , replace all prior vereiono, 
and lisUngs, nf claims in this application! 



Claims 1-3 (prGviousiy canceled) 




4 (currently amended). A coupling device t>*iw*en a towing 
vehicl e, in E/ai ' Liiulai a laim - tr^ctm ; *nr.l a. trailer , which 
comprises having a coupling ball arranged on a coupling carrier 
of the towing vehicl* T a ball socket on the trailer oidc 
encompassing coupling ball 'from above, ghara e tci ' iaej in 
-fchurt? whHr^in the ball socJcbc (8)Vyoui|ji±utt g i s comoriaad of a 
moulded article -&f made of a ferroua material presenting amj 
lias a casting crust at leaot on the interior (16+ of r.hw 
socket . 

5 (currently amended) . A. .coupling device ae claimed in 
Claim 4, cfaaracte iviAf.il i u LhaL wherein the ball eockct +9+ has 
a lesser hardvi**H by Rockwell hardness b to 12, preferably 
Rockwell hardness 6 ( than the coupling ball made of hardened 
steel . 
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6 (currently amended). A coupling device as t:l aimed in 
Claim i, c haracter ia e d lu Lh& t Wherein , Lhe mouldfifl article -frf 
*©rms compricca the ball socket (0) willi and a connecting plate 
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